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ic the stems of bamboos or in the temples of elephants and
wild boars or in the mouths of whales or in the entrails of
conch-shells, are devoid of lustre, though possessed of other
auspicious virtues.

Of the eight species of pearls described by the con-
noisseurs of gems, those obtained from concL-shells and the
temples of elephants should be - deemed as standing in the
bottom of the list as regards colour'and brilliancy. A conch-
shell pearl is usually as big as a large Kona (point of a
rapier) and assumes a colour similar to'that of the mollusc it
is found in.

A pearl found in the temple of an elephant, is marked by
the absence of any definite colour and is lustreless like a
pearl found in the stem of a bamboo. A pearl found hi the
mouth of a fish, is a perfect sphere in shape and is marked by
a yellowish hue, like the back of a pathenam fish as is occa-
sionally found inside the mouth of a whale that frequents
*he unfathomable depths of ocean beds. A boar-pearl re-
sembles the tip of its tusk in colour, and is obtained in cer-
tain quarters of the globe and is blissful like the boar incar-
nation of the divine Vishnu. A pearl obtained from inside the
hollow stfem of a bamboo, resembles a hailstone in colour, and
is found only in a bamboo that grows in the land of the
honest and the pious, and not in every tope of that grass.

A pearl fouad in the hood of a cobra is round in shape
like the one obtained from the mouth of a fish and emits a
dazzling effulgence from its own natural seat. After copious
washing such a pearl assumes the lustre of a well-polished
sword. The possessor of a cobra or serpent-pearl, meets
with a rare good fortune, and becomes a pious and illustrious
king in time, with a treasury full of other species of pre-
cious gems.

Dark clouds, hung down ana heavily charged with rain,
and roaring with the voice of the eternal trumpets blown
upon at the time of universal dissolution and spangled with